CONSIDERATIONS WHEN CHOOSING FOOD PLOT LOCATIONS

No matter what your objectives for planning food plots may be, there are some
basic criteria to consider before choosing the ideal locations. Equipment access, adjacent
habitat, slope, shading, and visibility from public roads can affect the success of your food
plots.

Establishing and maintaining a food plot requires considerable use of equipment.
Access for a tractor, ATV, and a lime truck can all be important to properly managing your
food plots.

Adjacent habitat is another important consideration when choosing locations for
food plots. Planting alongside early succession cover will help encourage the use of food
plots by many wildlife species.

Slope has a big impact on soil quality. Flat sites have a lower potential for erosion
while retaining more moisture and nutrients.

Shading is important and will depend on the desired crop you have in mind. For
instance, South and West-facing slopes and ridge tops receive more sunlight than North and
East-facing slopes and bottomlands. Topographic maps and aerial photos are good tools to
have when considering slope and shading.

Lastly, you want to be sure that your food plot locations are free from the visibility
of public roads and property boundary lines. This will decrease the likelihood of trespassing
and poaching. .

- Theabove recommendations should improve the quality of your food plots. Good
luck on the coming hunting season. %

That Makes Cents

First South Farm Credit -
professionals in farm, land, and timber financing
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Have you considered First South Farm Credit for financing your next real
estate or timber purchase? As a financial cooperative, First South is part of
the National Farm Credit system that has provided Agricultural and Rural
land loans since 1916. First South can offer loan terms up to 30 years. These
longer financing terms help many people and businesses find more afford-
able payment schedules. So, when you are ready to make that next purchase
of rural property, make First South your first choice. I don’t know about you,
but to me that just makes cents. %
www.firstsouthland.com

Kelley Miller — Branch Manager, Northport, AL. 1-800-955-1722

MARKET TRENDS

Pine Sawtimber — Prices are still
flat. Over supply.

Pine Poles — Prices are steady

| Pine Chir:-n-Saw - Prices are fair. -

Oversupply of raw material
Pine Canterwood - Fair market
Pine Pulpwood — Medium de

mand in SW Alabama. Poor in

NW Alabama.

Hardwood Sawtimber - Still good
prices. Some crosstie mills do
not have good orders like they
had been receiving.

Hardwood Pulpwood - Same as

Pine Pulpwood (above)

 Timber Marketing
« Estate Division

- Damage Appraisal
e Timber Security

- Land and Timber Appraisal

- Timberland Management

» Boundary Line Maintenance

e Timberland Financial Services

www.mlforestresources.com

Whatever your needs, look to McKinley & Lanier Forest
Resources, Inc. for total land and timber management.

» Forest Inventories
 Real Estate Sales

- Wildlife Management
¢ GIS & GPS Mapping

Providing quality forestry consulting services
to landowners in the Southeast for over 40 years

507 ENERGY CENTER BLVD. - SUITE 303 - NORTHPORT, AL 35473 - 205-344-5139 or 800-247-0041




